
Aboriginal art 
 
Focus Questions 

 
1. Briefly summarise the Aboriginal art story. 
2. How is Aboriginal culture expressed through art? 
3. What impact are the imported arts and crafts having on the Aboriginal art 

industry? 
4. Why are the imported goods much cheaper? 
5. Why can it be difficult to tell the difference between an authentic piece and a 

fake? 
6. What things should people look for if they want an authentic piece of Aboriginal 

art? 
7. What does the Aboriginal art industry want to happen next? 
8. Predict what might happen if fake imports continue to be sold in Australia. 
9. Do you think more should be done to protect the Aboriginal art industry? Why or 

why not? 
10. What do you understand more clearly since watching the Aboriginal art  

story? 
 
  

 
Aboriginal Art 
 

Students will be exploring the different elements of Aboriginal art by responding 
to a range of artworks. Begin with a class discussion focussing on what they know 
about Aboriginal art and what they would like to find out about it (record any 
questions students have).  The following questions may help generate discussion: 
 

 What do we learn about Aboriginal culture through their art? 

 Why is Aboriginal art important? 

 How does Aboriginal art tell stories? 
 

Students can choose a piece of Aboriginal art to respond to on the following 
websites: 
Art Gallery of South Australia 
http://www.artgallery.sa.gov.au/agsa/home/Collection/Australian/Aboriginal/ind
ex.jsp 
Art Gallery of NSW 
http://collection.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/collection/browse.page.do?coll=aboriginal 
 
Students work in pairs to answer the following questions about the artwork they 
have chosen.  

 Describe the artwork. What sorts of colours, lines, shapes and animals can 
you see in the artwork? 

 Does the painting tell a story? What sort of story? 
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Key learning 

Students will respond to 
different elements of 
Aboriginal art and share 
their responses. 

 

Students will need 
computer and internet 
access for this activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.artgallery.sa.gov.au/agsa/home/Collection/Australian/Aboriginal/index.jsp
http://www.artgallery.sa.gov.au/agsa/home/Collection/Australian/Aboriginal/index.jsp
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 How are symbols used? 

Include the artist, title, year made, region (if known) and medium, in their 
responses.  

Using an interactive whiteboard to display the artwork, students can present their 
responses. Encourage other students to ask questions or make comments about 
the responses. 

Reflection 

What do you now know about Aboriginal art since completing the activity? 

Further investigations 

 

Study an Indigenous artist in depth and report your findings in a multimedia 
presentation. The web links at the end of this activity may help with your research.   

 

 

Investigate the following question: `How does Aboriginal art differ across Australia?’ 

 

 
 Related Research Links 
 
ABC 730 Report – Aboriginal art industry suffering 
http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2010/s2988038.htm 
 
Culture and Recreation portal – Australian Indigenous Art 
http://www.cultureandrecreation.gov.au/articles/indigenous/art/ 
 
Creative Native – Things to consider when buying Aboriginal art 
http://www.creativenative.com.au/AboriginalArtGallery/BuyingAboriginalArt/tabi
d/99/Default.aspx 
 
Art Gallery of South Australia – Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Collection 
http://www.artgallery.sa.gov.au/agsa/home/Collection/Australian/Aboriginal/ind
ex.jsp 
 
Art Gallery of NSW - Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Art 
http://collection.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/collection/browse.page.do?coll=aboriginal 
 
Aboriginal Art – Iconography 
http://aboriginalart.com.au/gallery/iconography.html 
 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2010/s2988038.htm
http://www.cultureandrecreation.gov.au/articles/indigenous/art/
http://www.creativenative.com.au/AboriginalArtGallery/BuyingAboriginalArt/tabid/99/Default.aspx
http://www.creativenative.com.au/AboriginalArtGallery/BuyingAboriginalArt/tabid/99/Default.aspx
http://www.artgallery.sa.gov.au/agsa/home/Collection/Australian/Aboriginal/index.jsp
http://www.artgallery.sa.gov.au/agsa/home/Collection/Australian/Aboriginal/index.jsp
http://collection.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/collection/browse.page.do?coll=aboriginal
http://aboriginalart.com.au/gallery/iconography.html


Closing the gap 
1. Retell the BtN story. 
2. In your own words, describe what a Schaffa is. 
3. How did the idea of Schaffas begin? 
4. Where did the money raised from the exhibition go? 
5. What is the Close the Gap campaign raising awareness for? 
6. Who launched the campaign? 
7. What are the differences between Indigenous and non-Indigenous health in 

Australia?   
8. Describe the Schaffas popularity around the world. 
9. What are the future plans for the Schaffas? 
10. What was surprising about this story? 

 
 
Design your own Schaffa.  Go to the 
http://www.screamdance.com/aboutschaffas.html 
and use the template to create your own Schaffa. Write a brief description of your 
character.  
 

 

 

ABC News – Report highlights continuing Indigenous health gap 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2009/11/10/2738473.htm 

 

Schaffas – Official website 

http://www.screamdance.com/aboutschaffas.html 

 

Close the gap – Official website 

http://www.closethegap.com.au/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.screamdance.com/aboutschaffas.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2009/11/10/2738473.htm
http://www.screamdance.com/aboutschaffas.html
http://www.closethegap.com.au/


Hip hop stories 
Focus Questions 

 

1] Retell the story in your own words. 
2] Why is storytelling important for Indigenous cultures? 
3] What is the Indigenous community in Yuendamu using to tell their stories? 
4] What is the Wakakirri Festival? 
5] Why are they trying to keep traditional Indigenous languages alive? 
6] How many Indigenous languages are there? 
7] Why is it important for young Indigenous people to have the opportunity to 

express themselves? 
8] Some people believe that hip hop is American and doesn’t have much to do with 

Indigenous culture.  Do you agree?  Explain your answer. 
9] Why do you think young Indigenous people identify with hip hop? 
10] Predict what might happen if Indigenous storytelling doesn’t continue? 

Modern day corroboree 

 

Students will be exploring what hip hop music is, how it has influenced Indigenous 
Australians and why it’s important for them to be able to tell their story.  Begin 
with a partner brainstorm asking students to write down what they know about 
hip hop music and how Indigenous people are using it to tell stories. From the 
brainstorming session, ask students to record any questions they have or topics 
they would like to know more about.  Some possible topics for inquiry include: 

 Find out more about the elements of hip hop – beat boxing, MCing or rapping, 

and breakdancing.  

 Choose an Indigenous hip hop artist and create a profile of them. What elements 

of hip hop are they using? What stories are they telling? 

 Compare Australian  hip hop to American hip hop. What are the similarities and 

differences? 

Ask students to present the findings of their topic/s for inquiry with the rest of the 
class.   Some ways to present information include: 

 Develop a video or PowerPoint slide presentation 

 Give an oral presentation 

 Use words and rhythm to present the topic 

 Conduct an interview/radio program 

Reflecting on learning 
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Key learning 

Students will develop a 
deeper understanding of 
Indigenous hip hop music 
as a way of continuing 
culture and language. 



What do you understand more clearly from this inquiry? 

What are some things you would do the same in your next inquiry, and what are 

some things your might do differently?  

Further investigations 

 

Create a rap that reflects your own identity or tells a story.   

 

Design a poster advertising an Indigenous Hip Hop artist.  

 

 

 Related Research Links 
 

ABC Stateline – Yuendumu hip hop story 
http://www.abc.net.au/stateline/nt/content/2006/s2267799.htm 

 

ABC Australia Wide – Wakakirri story telling festival in Yuendumu – video link 
http://www.abc.net.au/australiawide/stories/2008/200806/s2274215.htm 

 

Wakakirri website 
http://www.wakakirri.com/ 

 

Time for kids – information about rap and hip hop 
http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids/specials/articles/0,28285,197419,00.html 

 

Aboriginal language hip hop 
http://www.localnoise.net.au/tags/language-and-hip-hop/aboriginal-language-
hip-hop/ 

http://www.abc.net.au/stateline/nt/content/2006/s2267799.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/australiawide/stories/2008/200806/s2274215.htm
http://www.wakakirri.com/
http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/kids/specials/articles/0,28285,197419,00.html
http://www.localnoise.net.au/tags/language-and-hip-hop/aboriginal-language-hip-hop/
http://www.localnoise.net.au/tags/language-and-hip-hop/aboriginal-language-hip-hop/


Stolen Generations 

1. What was the main point of this story? 
2. Why do you think the Indigenous children taken from their families are 

known as the “stolen” generations? 
3. It was Government policy that Indigenous children be removed. Why do 

you think they thought this was necessary? 
4. “They thought they were doing the right thing.” How has social policy 

changed? 
5. What does the sentence “a gross violation of human rights” mean? 
6. What is assimilation? 
7. Imagine being taken away from your family. How does it make you feel? 

 

Government Apology 

1. Why do you think the current government has chosen to apologise? 
2. Describe how Indigenous people may have felt when the Prime Minister 

was apologising. 
3. Why is it considered one of the most important speeches in Australian 

history? 
4. It’s been described as an important part of the healing process. Discuss. 
5. Do you think it’ll help the reconciliation process? Why or why not? 
6. Should the Stolen Generations receive compensation? 
7. The government has stated there will be no compensation fund. Discuss. 
8. Is it ever too late to say sorry? 
9. There was ‘bi-partisan’ support for the apology. What does this mean? 

 

ABC 730 Report – Rudd, Nelson apologise to Stolen Generations 

http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2007/s2162076.htm 

ABC – Apology to Stolen Generations 

http://www.abc.net.au/canberra/features/apology/ 

ABC AM – Mixed feelings on the apology in rural NSW 

http://www.abc.net.au/am/content/2008/s2161199.htm 

Australian Human Rights Commission – Bringing them home 

http://www.humanrights.gov.au/social_justice/bth_report/report/ 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/7.30/content/2007/s2162076.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/canberra/features/apology/
http://www.abc.net.au/am/content/2008/s2161199.htm
http://www.humanrights.gov.au/social_justice/bth_report/report/


Bush stories 
1. What does the BtN story mainly explain? 
2. Who are being trained as mobile journalists in remote parts of Australia? 
3. What are the mobile journalists also known as? 
4. What technologies do they use to tell their stories? 
5. What skills are the mobile journalists learning? 
6. Why do you think it is important for Indigenous people to tell their stories? 
7. Describe the sorts of stories they are telling. 
8. Why don’t city people often see or hear these stories? 
9. How does the technology make it possible for the stories to be told? 
10. What do you understand more clearly since watching this story? 

 

Young drovers 
1. Summarise the Young drovers story. 
2. What are kids at Ngukurr school learning to do? 
3. Where in Australia is Roper Gulf? 
4. Why do cattle need to be moved from place to place? 
5. What skills are needed to round up cattle on a horse? 
6. The students are learning skills that they could use in any job. Give two 

examples. 
7. What were Indigenous stockmen known for? 
8. Do you think it is important to pass these skills on from generation to 

generation? Explain your answer. 
9. Why did the number of Indigenous stockmen decline? 
10. Illustrate an aspect of this story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Indigenous games 
Focus Questions 

 

1. What was the main point of the BtN story? 
2. Why is play important for kids? 
3. What skills does it teach kids? 
4. What are the health benefits of physical activity? 
5. What do Indigenous games teach kids? 
6. How are the Indigenous games shown in the BtN story similar to the games 

you already play? 
7. Are the games still being played in Indigenous communities? 
8. Why are kids in schools around Australia being encouraged to play 

Indigenous games? 
9. How did the kids respond to the Indigenous games they were playing? 
10. What do you understand more clearly since watching the BtN story? 

 

 
Indigenous games 
Students will research a traditional Indigenous game and teach it to students from 
another class. Before students decide on a game, ask them to fill out the first two 
columns of the following chart. The last column can be filled in when students 
have finished the activity. 
 

What do I know? What do I want to 
know? 

What have I learnt? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
Working in pairs, students choose an Indigenous game from the Australian Sports 
Commissions resource - Yulunga: traditional Indigenous games.  
http://www.ausport.gov.au/participating/indigenous/games 
Discuss with students information they need to include when teaching other 
students how to play the game they have chosen.  This information could include: 

 Background information about the game 

 Brief description of the game 

 Equipment needed 

 Rules 

 Any safety considerations 
 

Students will need to ensure they have a space large enough to play the game and 
any equipment required.  
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Students will research 
and teach a traditional 
Indigenous game to a 
group of students.  
 
 

 

http://www.ausport.gov.au/participating/indigenous/games


Students can create a circuit of traditional Indigenous games. They can also 
consider how the games can be modified for older or younger students. 

Create illustrated games cards that give background information about the game, 

how to play, rules and equipment. These game cards can go into the resource 

centre for other students to use.  

Reflection 
What are the similarities and differences between traditional Indigenous games 
and other games the students play? 
How can traditional Indigenous games be promoted within the school?  

 
 

 Related Research Links 

 

ABC News – Indigenous kids game show helps bridge gap 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2009/10/26/2723817.htm 

 

Australian Sports Commission – Yulunga traditional Indigenous games 

http://www.ausport.gov.au/participating/indigenous/games/traditional_games 

 

Creative Spirits – Traditional Aboriginal games 

http://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/sport/traditional-aboriginal-

games.html 

 
 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2009/10/26/2723817.htm
http://www.ausport.gov.au/participating/indigenous/games/traditional_games
http://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/sport/traditional-aboriginal-games.html
http://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/sport/traditional-aboriginal-games.html

